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This letter will acknowled ze your memorandum, undated 
AN. received on 23 Detooer, Proposing taat CORONA mission J-1014, 
Scnecduled to launch approximately 10 November or a few days there. 
aftes, be prosrammed ona nine ~day~synchronous/eizht-day-equally- 
BS %MCau orbit and thus sive con plete Coverage of Cuba without Serious 
reservation of tne coverage of Soviet Union and Communist Ching. 


I ueve subrnitted your letter to the United States Intellizence 
WodTs and they exsreesea no objection to this Pprograr:ring of CORONA 
siS8Sion J-101¢ ag they feel it will demonstrate the Contribution that 
KHe4 Photography can make to intelligence collection of Cuba. Hewe 
ever, without objecting to the proposed mission, the Board directed 


that I point out to you the following Problems: 


1, The eucceas of the nine-day-synchronoug mission in 


tac sresent CORON. System depends on both recoveries bein; 
Serscesstul. Tae increased Coverage of both Sino-Sovie: targets 
“is the Cuban targets approxinuately 2utweizghs thie disadvantage 
in a statistical Sense, so it is our view that you come out about 


even, 


2. The eight-day mission requires favorable weather 


“ver the individual tarseis, whereas the normal double four-day 


tUsSisa or vices rerdetitive Coverage on the same targets 


AID IMI nately fsur day@ apart, Tais gives a substantial level 


en the Cloud oroblen:, 


3.0A ruinor point is the overlad between the two xinds of 
iT.28819na, ~verlapoin . Coverage of the saaie target ig possible 
auly at sreater sDiiguities (22-44 Gesrecs), whereas the double 


sUTeda: miassions tence go provide Overiapvin: at an average 
rare 


ruliguicy ct 22 “ue itser, 
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4. There is also a problem of the aour of the day 
wnen Cuban coverage is achieved if normal daylight photography 
sf the Soviet Union is achieved, and its jnter-relationship with 
the late afternoon occurrence of clouds over Cuba. Gur people 
~ave not examined this in detail, but point out that the caoices 
cannut be made independently and that the necessary choices 
arobatl, interact etrongly with weather. 


Sincerely, 
iA 


John A. BicGone 


Director 
“ne Honorable Cyrus 2. Vance 
Desuty Secretary wf tefense 
Tac Ventasoa 
W ashin zton, b.C. 
. ? 
. os 
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